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DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW
Population

Table 1 shows that the Gold Coast population has grown 2.4% annually from 2014 to 2019 which is slightly 
above the Queensland rate of 1.5%. The estimated resident population for Gold Coast in 2019 was 636,117 
people. The two SA3 regions with the highest growth in population annually from 2014 to 2019 were 
Ormeau-Oxenford (6.0%) and Surfers Paradise (2.4%). 

Table 1: Estimated resident population by SA3, Gold Coast SA4 and Queensland

Source: ABS 3218.0, Regional Population Growth, Australia, various editions



Age Breakdown

Table two shows the Gold Coast has the highest percentage of people in the age category of 25-44 years of age 
(27.5%) which is in line with the Queensland figure (27.3%). As of the 30th June 2019, the rate of people aged 
65 years and over on the Gold Coast was 16.4%, which was above the Queensland rate of 15.4%. Within the 
Gold Coast, Ormeau-Oxenford had the largest percentage of people aged 0-14 years with 24.0%. Southport 
had the largest percentage of people aged 15-24 with 16.6%. Furthermore, Gold Coast-North had the largest 
percentage of people aged 65+ with 23.7%.

Table 2: Estimated resident population by age and SA3, Gold Coast and Queensland, 30th June, 2019

Source: ABS 3235.0, Population by Age and Sex, Regions of Australia



Median age

Table three shows that as of the 30th June 2019, the median age for the Gold Coast community was 38.4 years. 
This was an increase of 0.9% from the median age of 37.5 years at the 30th June 2009. Within the region, Gold 
Coast Hinterland had the highest median age of 45.4 years while Gold Coast Hinterland had the largest increase 
in median age from 30th June 2008 to 30th June 2018 with 3.8 years.

Table 3: Median age by SA3, Gold Coast and Queensland

Source: ABS 3235.0, Population by Age and Sex, Regions of Australia unpublished data Queensland Treasury estimates



Indigenous
 
Table four shows the percentage of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples in Gold Coast was 1.79% 
or 11,356 people in 2016. Within the Gold Coast, Coolangatta had the largest percentage of Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander peoples with 2.60%. 

Table 4: Estimated Resident Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status by SA3, Gold Coast SA4 and Queensland, 2016

Source: Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Australian Bureau of Statistics June 2016



Projected population
 
Table five shows the population of the Gold Coast to be 961,076 persons as at 30th June 2041 with an increase 
of 2.0% per year over 25 years. Within the region, Ormeau-Oxenford is projected to have the largest popula-
tion as at 30th June 2041 with 273,833 persons. Within the region, Ormeau-Oxenford, is projected to have the 
fasted growth in population from 30 June 2016 to 2041 with an average annual rate of 3.2 per year.

Table 5: Projected population by SA3, Gold Coast SA4 and Queensland

Source: Queensland Government Population Projections, 2018 edition (medium series)



Country of birth
 
Table six shows that In the Gold Coast in 2016, 160,312 (or 28.1%) of people were born overseas. Within this 
region, Ormeau-Oxenford had the largest number of persons born overseas with 33,310 persons. Furthermore, 
Surfers Paradise had the largest percentage of people born overseas with 35.7%.

Table 6: Country of birth by SA3, Gold Coast and Queensland, 2016

Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2016, General Community Profile- G01 and G09



Migration one year ago 
 
Table seven shows that In the Gold Coast in 2016, 160,312 (or 28.1%) of people were born overseas. Within 
this region, Ormeau-Oxenford had the largest number of persons born overseas with 33,310 persons. Further-
more, Surfers Paradise had the largest percentage of people born overseas with 35.7%.

Table 7: Place of usual residence one year ago by SA3, Gold Coast and Queensland, 2016

Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2016, General Community Profile



Migration five years ago 
 
Table eight shows the percentage of people in Gold Coast with a different address five years ago was 48.4%. 
232,300 persons resided in the same address as five years ago and 259,347 (or 48.4%) resided in a different 
address as five years ago. Within the Gold Coast, Ormeau-Oxenford had the largest percentage of people with a 
different address five years ago with 54.1%. The Gold Coast figure of 48.4% is higher than the Queensland state 
figure of 44.1%.

Table 8: Place of usual residence five years ago by SA3, Gold Coast and Queensland, 2016

Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2016, General Community Profile



The index of relative Socio-economic disadvantage 
 
Table nine shows the percentage of people in Gold Coast in the least disadvantaged quintile was 17.6% and 
9.0% in the most disadvantaged quintile was 9.0%. Within the region, Mudgeeraba-Tallebudgera had the larg-
est percentage of people in the least disadvantaged quintile with 35.8%.

Table 9: Population by index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage quintiles by SA3 and Gold Coast 2016

Source: ABS 2033.0.55.001 Census of Population and Housing: Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA), Australia, 2016, (Queensland Treasury de-
rived).



Total family income 
 
Table ten shows the median total family income in Gold in 2016 was $86,060 per year. With this, 13,525 or 
9.1% were low income families. Additionally, Mudgeeraba-Tallebudgera had the highest family income with 
$95,992 per year and Gold Coast North had the lowest median total family income with $74,360 per year.

Table 10: Total family income by SA3, Gold Coast and Queensland, 2016

Source: ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2016, General Community Profile- G02 and G28



Australian Statistical Georgraphy Standard
 
The Australian Statistical Geography Standard (ASGS) provides a framework of statistical areas used by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and other organisations to enable the publication of statistics that are 
comparable and spatially integrated. First introduced in 2011, the ASGS replaced the Australian Standard Geo-
graphical Classification (ASGC) that had been in use since 1984. The ASGS provides users with an integrated set 
of standard areas that can be used for analysing, visualising and integrating statistics produced by the ABS and 
other organisations.

Statistical Area Level: 

• Statistical Areas Level 4 (SA4s) are specifically designed for the output of Labour Force Survey data and 
reflect labour markets within each State and Territory within the population limits imposed by the Labour 
Force Survey sample. Most SA4s have a population above 100,000 persons to provide sufficient sample size for 
Labour Force estimates. In regional areas, SA4s tend to have lower populations (100,000 to 300,000). In met-
ropolitan areas, the SA4s tend to have larger populations (300,000 to 500,000). SA4s are aggregations of whole 
SA3s.
 
• Statistical Areas Level 3 (SA3s) are designed for the output of regional data. SA3s create a standard frame-
work for the analysis of ABS data at the regional level through clustering groups of SA2s that have similar 
regional characteristics, administrative boundaries or labour markets. SA3s generally have populations between 
30,000 and 130,000 persons. They are often the functional areas of regional towns and cities with a population 
in excess of 20,000, or clusters of related suburbs around urban commercial and transport hubs within the 
major urban areas. SA3s are aggregations of whole SA2s
 
• Statistical Areas Level 2 (SA2s) are designed to reflect functional areas that represent a community that 
interacts together socially and economically. They consider Suburb and Locality boundaries to improve the geo-
graphic coding of data to these areas and in major urban areas SA2s often reflect one or more related suburbs. 
The SA2 is the smallest area for the release of many ABS statistics, including the Estimated Resident Population 
(ERP), Health & Vitals and Building Approvals data. SA2s generally have a population range of 3,000 to 25,000 
persons and have an average population of about 10,000 persons. SA2s are aggregations of whole SA1s



Table 11: Gold Coast Statistical Area Level 4, 3 and 2 
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