GCPHN Community Advisory Council (CAC)

CAC members were asked to unpack and consider Strategy 3.5 from the GCPHN Strategic Plan
“Provide strategic and policy advice to stakeholders including state and federal government,

advocating for a high performing primary care sector”. This will inform GCPHN Board and shape
activities under this strategy.

GCPHN's influence on health policy

thought GCPHN had significant influence on health policy.

thought GCPHN had some influence on health policy.

were unsure.

agreed or strongly agreed that on occasions
when GCPHN provides formal feedback or input
into policy (for example submissions to the

national consultation process), GCPHN should
make the details of the submission public.

CAC members identified potential strategic
stakeholders for GCPHN:

Health bodies
RACGP - Royal Australian College of General Practitioners
AHPRA - Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency
APNA - Australian Practice Nurses Association

Specific advocacy/service groups (e.g. Health Consumers Qld, mental

health, perinatal, First Nations service providers, service providers for e
vulnerable populations)

Government Officials (State, Federal Health Ministers, elected officials) p h n
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Following a deep dive review of the After Hours needs assessment update (including previous CAC
consultation), the identified health needs and service issues were presented to CAC for validation.

When asked to select priorities, the top 3 were:

There is decreasing availability of face-to-face primary care options in the after hours, which
impacts older people, palliative patients and vulnerable people who find it difficult to travel.

Interventions suggested by CAC
members include:

Working with universities and other organisations to increase
student placements and increase junior doctors working in
general practice, particularly after hours.

Increase awareness of services that do exist.
Support services to operate up to 8 pm.

Increased number or scope of practice for pharmacists,
physician assistance and nurse practitioners.

More mobile services. p h n
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Health Needs Service Issue
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