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Growing importance of data 

In Australia primary care and general practice in 
particular is often seen as the cornerstone of the 
healthcare system. Health information from primary 
care is used in two ways:

Primary purpose 

• To better coordinate care and safety including 
across other providers who provide care to a 
patient (e.g. referral to a specialist) 

• To support population health planning within a 
practice (recalling patients due for a health 
assessment )

Secondary purposes (more recently)

• Inform planning at a regional level

• Inform research to evaluate services or improve 
outcomes

• Combine with other data to inform planning and 
research (data linkage) 



Is use of the health information 
and data that is held in primary 
care something patients think 
about?

If so, what are their general 
thoughts/assumptions, questions 
or concerns? 

Is it on the radar for patients? 



Data Sharing and Linkage -

Is this something on the radar for 

health consumers? 

GCPHN CAC feedback continued



Data Sharing and Linkage -
Is this something on the radar for 
health consumers? 

GCPHN CAC feedback



Is anything missing?

What additional information, resources would you expect as 
a general practice to help your practice and your patients 
understand how health data is being used including data 
linkage? 
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