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The Queensland Government respectfully acknowledges the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the Traditional 
and Cultural Custodians of the lands on which we live and work 
to deliver healthcare to all Queenslanders and recognises the 
continuation of First Nations peoples’ cultures and connection 

to the lands, waters and communities across Queensland.
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• Changes to the National Immunisation Program- Prevenar 20

• The Queensland Immunisation Program (Men B, Vaccination in pregnancy and nirsevimab 
for 2026, measles expansion, influenza in 2025, polio in the Torres, importance of catch-
up), new Flumist program 2026

• The National Immunisation Strategy

• National Vaccine Storage Guidelines - Strive for Five 4th Ed  

• VAE reporting and TGA requirements

• Changes to AIR (pregnancy status, mandatory requirement: JEV and all NIP)

• Extended Practice Authority for Registered Nurses and Midwives 

• Resources (Prevenar and Abrysvo decision making tool, Visual tools, educational 
resources, modules, SKAI adolescent resources, Mpox resource kit)

Overview
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Immunisation Unit
• Distribution of vaccinations to Queenslanders

• Ensuring policies and processes have been 
considered by the subject matter experts prior to 
implementation. 

• The Immunisation Unit is responsible for delivering the 
National Immunisation Program (NIP) and other state 
funded programs , policies and strategies and clinical 
guidance across Queensland. 

• The NIP provides vaccines for eligible individuals against 
multiple disease groups, ensuring those most at risk are 
protected.

• Immunisation response to outbreaks across Queensland.
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• As of 1st September, Prevenar 20 is the only pneumococcal vaccine 
recommended for use in children ≤ 18 years of age

• For children eligible for pneumococcal vaccine at 4yrs (medically at risk or 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander), PCV20 recommended as a single dose

• Single dose of Prevenar 20 at diagnosis of specified medical diagnosis

Changes to the NIP (as of 1st September)
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• Adults ≥ 18 years continue to be 
eligible for Prevenar 13 + 2 doses 
of Pneumovax 23 as per the pre- 
1st September schedule
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From 1 September 2025, children under 5 years, who have:
• not yet started their pneumococcal schedule should receive Prevenar 20
• previously received 1 or 2 doses of Prevenar 13 should receive Prevenar 20 for 

all subsequent doses to complete the recommended vaccination course 
(where required).

• already completed a Prevenar 13 vaccination course who are due for a 
Pneumovax 23 booster should receive 1 dose of Prevenar 20 instead.

Individuals that begin their Pneumococcal vaccination course with Prevenar 20, 
will no longer be required to receive Pneumovax 23 booster doses at 4 or 9 years 

For full details please refer to The Australian Immunisation Handbook. 

NIP schedule changes continued 

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/pneumococcal-disease
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• Administration route: Intramuscular injection
• Registered for use in people aged ≥6 weeks.
• 20vPCV - 20-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine.
• aluminium phosphate adjuvant

New Vaccine 20vPCV - Prevenar 20

Reference: Australian Immunisation Handbook
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QLD IPD Notifications By Age Group
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Serotype Comparison
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Pneumococcal Vaccines 
Facts and Myth Busting

Feature PCV (i.e Prevenar 13 & 20) PPV (i.e Pneumovax23)
Type Conjugate Polysaccharide
Serotype Coverage Up to 20 23
Immune Memory Yes No/Poor
Effectiveness in <2yrs High Low/None
Duration of Protection Up to 15 years (waning) Up to 5 years (waning)
Herd Immunity Yes No
Use Children & adults Adults & high-risk groups
Lifetime dose limit None 2 dose limit – causes large localised 

reactions
Which to give first? Give first (“prime”) Give second – poor effect if not already 

primed with PCV
Reference: AIH, NCIRS Pneumococcal FAQ’s
New resource: PneumoSmart Vaccination Tool

Pneumovax23 is NOT 
better because it 

contains more 
serotypes!

https://www.immunisationcoalition.org.au/pvt/
https://www.immunisationcoalition.org.au/pvt/
https://www.immunisationcoalition.org.au/pvt/
https://www.immunisationcoalition.org.au/pvt/
https://www.immunisationcoalition.org.au/pvt/
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• Infants can and should receive Prevenar 20 at the same time as other vaccines or 
immunisation products, including influenza vaccine and RSV monoclonal 
antibodies i.e. nirsevimab , Bexsero (do not delay) and Infanrix Hexa/Vaxelis.

• Adults can receive pneumococcal vaccines (any pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
or 23vPPV) with the herpes zoster vaccine, seasonal influenza vaccines, RSV 
vaccines and COVID-19 vaccines at the same time if required.

Bexsero can be safely given with other routine vaccines. Children <2 years of age 
are recommended to receive prophylactic paracetamol if they are receiving 
Bexsero at the same time as other routinely scheduled vaccines. However, this is 
not a contraindication to co-administration of Bexsero with other vaccines.

Co-administration with other vaccines

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/technical-terms#contraindication
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Table. Catch-up schedule for 20vPCV for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children living in ACT, NSW, Tas or Vic, born before 1 March 2025, and children from all states/territories who do not have risk condition(s) for pneumococcal disease, aged

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-catch-up-schedule-for-20vpcv-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-living-in-act-nsw-tas-or-vic-born-before-1-march-2025-and-children-from-all-statesterritories-who-do-not-have-risk-conditions-for-pneumococcal-disease
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-catch-up-schedule-for-20vpcv-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-living-in-act-nsw-tas-or-vic-born-before-1-march-2025-and-children-from-all-statesterritories-who-do-not-have-risk-conditions-for-pneumococcal-disease
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-catch-up-schedule-for-20vpcv-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-living-in-act-nsw-tas-or-vic-born-before-1-march-2025-and-children-from-all-statesterritories-who-do-not-have-risk-conditions-for-pneumococcal-disease
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-catch-up-schedule-for-20vpcv-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-living-in-act-nsw-tas-or-vic-born-before-1-march-2025-and-children-from-all-statesterritories-who-do-not-have-risk-conditions-for-pneumococcal-disease
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Table. Risk conditions for pneumococcal vaccination and eligibility for NIP 
funding | The Australian Immunisation Handbook

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-risk-conditions-for-pneumococcal-vaccination-and-eligibility-for-nip-funding
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-risk-conditions-for-pneumococcal-vaccination-and-eligibility-for-nip-funding
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Pneumococcal scenarios
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child presenting at 4 years of age.

• Has had four scheduled Prevenar 13 vaccines at 2,4,6 and 12 months.

• Due: one further dose of Prevenar 20 now along with other scheduled 
NIP and Qld schedule vaccines.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child presenting at 12 months, has 
received Prevenar 13 at 2,4,6 months of age

• Due one dose of Prevenar 20 now and no further doses of pneumococcal 
vaccine will be due in the future (not due at 4, or 9 years)
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Common scenarios
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child presenting at 9 years. Has 
received 3 doses of Prevenar 13 at various times in infancy. Has 
received one dose of Pneumovax 23 at 4 years.
• Due one dose of Prevenar 20 now, no further doses of Pneumovax 

23 due.
Child with no medical at-risk factors and not Indigenous, presents at 
12 months for scheduled vaccines.  Has received 2 doses of Prevenar 
13 at 2 and 4 months.  
• Due Prevenar 20 now at 12 months

19
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Common scenarios
Child presenting at 18 months with only one dose of Prevenar 
13 given at 2 months.
• Due one dose of Prevenar 20 now and no further doses due
Child presenting at 18 months with two doses of Prevenar 13 
given at 2 and 12 months
• No further doses due
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• Expansion of MMR (from May, 2025) for infants travelling to areas where measles is endemic 
(including Australia). Additional dose (dose zero) recommended >6 -11 months (<12months). 
Clinician decision regarding eligibility.

• Parents and carers presenting for 6-month vaccination should be asked if there is any planned 
travel and appropriate counselling provided including measles risk.  These are funded doses and 
should not be withheld if parents are seeking vaccination.

• Drop off in passive immunity from 4 months (Ong et. al. 2025) (article next slide)
• Possible review of the National Immunisation Program schedule point for 1st dose MMR 
• If child receives state funded dose (dose 0) prior to 11 months, they require the scheduled NIP 

doses  @ 12 months and 18 months (MMRV) to be considered up to date on the AIR
• Opportunity to provide MMR to parents/carers as well, many people do not know their status and 

may not have two documented doses of MMR.  Two doses are funded for all people born during or 
since 1966.

Measles 
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Some studies suggest maternal antibodies 
for measles drop at 4 months 
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Free Influenza Vaccine Program 2025

• Free QIV ceased September 30th, 2025 in 
Queensland (all people >6 months eligible for 
free QIV currently) – (2026 program TBA)

• Continue to offer QIV while within expiry date
• NIP eligibility esp < 5years and pregnant women
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This year to date, Queensland has recorded 71,407 cases. Of 
these cases:
• 85 per cent of confirmed cases are not vaccinated.
• 6,864 were admitted to hospital – 80 per cent were not 

vaccinated.
• There have been 163 flu related deaths reported this year (1 

January – 7 Sep 2025), compared with 175 deaths during the 
same period last year (1 January – 7 Sep 2024). (Queensland 
Health 2025 Influenza vaccination advice)

2025 Flu Season

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/service-providers/influenza#section__eligibility-for-influenza-vaccines-funded-by-the-national-immunisation-program
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/service-providers/influenza#section__eligibility-for-influenza-vaccines-funded-by-the-national-immunisation-program
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• Largest state-funded immunisation program ever 
implemented in Queensland

• Catch up to 2 years ( eligible for second dose if 
first dose given )

• Prophylactic paracetamol <2 years
• Adolescent program through SIP and 15-19 years 

of age
• Adolescents can still and are recommended to 

receive 2 doses if previous Men B vaccination 
given. Healthy adolescents aged 15–19 years are 
recommended to receive 2 doses of MenB vaccine 
| The Australian Immunisation Handbook

Queensland Meningococcal B Program

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/recommendations/healthy-adolescents-aged-15-19-years-are-recommended-to-receive-2-doses-of-menb-vaccine
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/recommendations/healthy-adolescents-aged-15-19-years-are-recommended-to-receive-2-doses-of-menb-vaccine
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/recommendations/healthy-adolescents-aged-15-19-years-are-recommended-to-receive-2-doses-of-menb-vaccine
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/recommendations/healthy-adolescents-aged-15-19-years-are-recommended-to-receive-2-doses-of-menb-vaccine
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/recommendations/healthy-adolescents-aged-15-19-years-are-recommended-to-receive-2-doses-of-menb-vaccine
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/recommendations/healthy-adolescents-aged-15-19-years-are-recommended-to-receive-2-doses-of-menb-vaccine
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/recommendations/healthy-adolescents-aged-15-19-years-are-recommended-to-receive-2-doses-of-menb-vaccine
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Meningococcal B
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Since Feb 2024, 
- 131,000 people aged 0-<2 years 
-103,000 people aged 15-<20 years 
have been vaccinated

MenB uptake in the School 
Immunisation Program (SIP):
- 62% for first dose and  - 
51% for second dose 
(but many catch ups occur 
outside the SIP).Most recent coverage at 12 months:

- First Nations: nearly 90%
-non-First Nations: around 75%
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Meningococcal B
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Vaccine recommendations during Pregnancy 

NCIRS:
Vaccine 
Recommendations in 
Pregnancy 
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Pertussis and Influenza Vaccination in Pregnancy Uptake

45.5%

70.9%

45.4%

70.7%

43.7%

70.0%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Influenza Pertussis

Vaccination in pregnancy

2022 2023 2024



Queensland Health | Immunisation UnitQueensland Health | Immunisation Unit

RSV is the most significant pathogen in early childhood; common cause of bronchiolitis and pneumonia 
in infants <6 months.

• Abrysvo® is recommended and funded for pregnant women between 28 to 36 weeks gestation

• Nirsevimab (Beyfortus®) is recommended and free for babies up to less than 8 months of age if 
Abrysvo was not given 14 days prior to birthing, and all infants with complex medical conditions with 
associated increased risk of RSV- despite maternal Abrysvo up to less than 24 months of age 

• Vaccination is free for infants (up to 8 months and those with complex medical conditions up to 24 
months)

RSV paediatric vaccinations has been successful in reducing childhood hospitalisations by 75% in 
Queensland. The program will continue in 2026.
Queensland Paediatric Respiratory Syncytial Virus Prevention Program | Queensland Health

Respiratory Syncytial Virus  

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/paediatric-rsv-prevention-program
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RSV

Since April 2024, 
- 44,000 infants under 8 months 
-450 children aged 8 months<2 years 
have been vaccinated

Since Dec 2024, more than 24,000 women 
have been vaccinated in pregnancy

*Coverage data are not yet available
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• Outbreak of polio in the outer 
islands of PNG and Torres Straits

• Australia Polio free from 2000
• Spreads via the faecal-oral route
• Virus spreads to infect and replicate 

in the cells of the central nervous 
system

• Can lead to paralytic polio- 
asymmetrical permanent paralysis 
of the legs

Polio
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• Inactivated Polio Vaccine recommended and funded under 
the National Immunisation Program

• IPV used for all polio vaccination since 2005

• Torres and Cape PHU leading a program response for PNG 
nationals in the outer Islands as well as others with no 
documented evidence of Polio vaccination

• Ensure up to date for polio and reinforce need for vaccination 
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• In Australia  trivalent inactivated 
polio vaccine (IPOL)- three strains of 
poliovirus types (since 2005)

• IPV does not contain live virus, 
cannot cause vaccine associated 
paralytic polio (VAPP)

• Funded under the NIP for 3 dose 
primary course with booster at 4 
years (if Dose 3 given >4 years dose 4 
not required) plus catch-up<20yrs 
and refugees/humanitarian entrants 
of any age.

Vaccines



Queensland Health | Immunisation Unit

National Due and Overdue Rules for 
immunisation 
• National due and overdue rules for immunisation November 

2023
• Determines what is due and overdue for individuals on the 

AIR
• Use in conjunction with other resources, AIH, Qld schedule 

and personal health records.
• Helps with catch-up

39

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-02/15017a-2007.pdf
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-02/15017a-2007.pdf
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-02/15017a-2007.pdf
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Queensland Childhood Immunisation Coverage 
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Importance of 
Catch-up
Check:
AIR
PHR (Red book) or other handheld 
records/medical software records
Medical hx (immunocompromise, pregnancy 
etc)
Indigenous Status
Use:
Qld immunisation schedule and 
Australian Immunisation Handbook
Due and Overdue Rules
Australian Immunisation Register

Importance of catch-
up- funding to <20 
years,  less than 26 

years for HPV, 
refugees and 
humanitarian 

entrants

Importance of 
checking QLD 
schedule for 

additional vaccines
 

Cocooning for parents 
and grandparents- 
pertussis, measles, 
QIV, pneumococcal, 

Shingrix, 
Immunocompromised

Not using AIR as the 
only resource for 
catch-up (adults)
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• National Vaccine Storage Guidelines ‘Strive for 5’ | Australian 
Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing

• Reviewed by all State and Territories and has gone to all peak 
bodies in Australia

• Version 4 - released in September, 2025
• Online – no printed copies
• Succinct language – duplications removed
• Room for interpretation removed
• Has been condensed from 106 pages to 50 pages 

National Vaccine Storage Guidelines version 
4 – Strive for 5

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5


Queensland Health | Immunisation UnitQueensland Health | Immunisation Unit

Reporting to the Australian 
Immunisation Register  

Source:AIRM04INFO5 - Report vaccinations for infants to the AIR 

• From 1 March 2025, it is a mandatory requirement to report 
information whether an individual was pregnant at the time of 
vaccine administration

• Administration of vaccines must be reported to the AIR within 24 
hours, and no more than 10 working days after the vaccination

• A Medicare number is not required to report vaccines to the AIR

• Mandatory to report: NIP vaccines, COVID-19 vaccines, Influenza 
vaccines, JEV vaccines

https://hpe.servicesaustralia.gov.au/INFO/AIR/AIRM04INFO5.pdf
https://hpe.servicesaustralia.gov.au/INFO/AIR/AIRM04INFO5.pdf
https://hpe.servicesaustralia.gov.au/INFO/AIR/AIRM04INFO5.pdf
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RNs (7th April 2025)
•  scope of regulated activities with regulated substances which a 

registered nurse is authorised to carry out
• The current Australian Immunisation Handbook is the Health 

Management Protocol
• Appendix 4 lists immunisation medicines which can administered 

independently by a suitably qualified registered nurse

Extended Practice Authorities

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0030/1108947/epa-registered-nurse.pdf
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• EPARN consists of all extended practice nurse activities
• 31 pages long- can be quite difficult to understand 
• Immunisation Part D – can read it in condensed way to 

understand legislation and scope for immunisation nurses

EPARN at a snapshot
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Pages 2 & 3 – Section 1, general conditions
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Pages 8 & 9 Part D immunisation program services
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Page 10 – appendix HMPs
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Appendix 4 page 31
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FluMist 2026 –announced 16 Sep 2025

LIVE ATTENUATED NASAL 
INFLUENZA VACCINE

LICENSED FOR <17 YEARS QLD PROGRAM 2-4 YEARS 
INCLUSIVE 
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• Used in UK as primary
influenza vaccination program 
for primary and high school 
children for years
• Needle-free delivery
• Supply secured for the 2,3,4 year 

cohort
• Currently Qld’s under 5 influenza 

vaccine uptake is amongst the 
lowest nationally

Flumist
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• Immunisation Schedule Queensland | Queensland Health
• 2026 Queensland Nasal Spray Flu Immunisation Program | 

Queensland Health
• 2026 Queensland Nasal Spray Flu Immunisation Program - 

Frequently Asked Questions for Consumers

Links 

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/schedule
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/schedule
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/2026-queensland-nasal-spray-flu-immunisation-program
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/2026-queensland-nasal-spray-flu-immunisation-program
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/2026-queensland-nasal-spray-flu-immunisation-program
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1463813/flumist-faq.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1463813/flumist-faq.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1463813/flumist-faq.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1463813/flumist-faq.pdf


Education and Resources 
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• Queensland Health Education Page for Immunisation Providers 
(Link to Modules, Multiple vaccine administration, Clinical 
guidelines, resources

• QHIP Newsletter- 3 monthly
• Education for immunisation service providers | Queensland Health
• Australian Immunisation Handbook (Pneumococcal Chapter)
• QHIP Modules (RSV, Meningococcal B, Influenza, 2025)

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/service-providers/education-for-immunisation-service-providers
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/service-providers/education-for-immunisation-service-providers
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/pneumococcal-disease
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/pneumococcal-disease
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Questions:
• Diphtheria | The Australian Immunisation Handbook
• Vaxelis | NCIRS
• Queensland MenB Vaccination Program | Queensland Health
• Queensland Meningococcal B (MenB) Vaccination Program
• Queensland Meningococcal B (MenB) Vaccination Program - 

Provider information sheet

55

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/diphtheria
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/diphtheria
https://ncirs.org.au/ncirs-fact-sheets-faqs-and-other-resources/dtpa-hb-ipv-hib-vaccine-vaxelisr-and-infanrix-hexar
https://ncirs.org.au/ncirs-fact-sheets-faqs-and-other-resources/dtpa-hb-ipv-hib-vaccine-vaxelisr-and-infanrix-hexar
https://ncirs.org.au/ncirs-fact-sheets-faqs-and-other-resources/dtpa-hb-ipv-hib-vaccine-vaxelisr-and-infanrix-hexar
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/meningococcal-b
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/meningococcal-b
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/meningococcal-b
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/meningococcal-b
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1313486/faqs-menb-for-consumers-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1313486/faqs-menb-for-consumers-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1313486/faqs-menb-for-consumers-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/1313486/faqs-menb-for-consumers-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/1313485/faqs-menb-for-provider-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/1313485/faqs-menb-for-provider-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/1313485/faqs-menb-for-provider-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/1313485/faqs-menb-for-provider-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/1313485/faqs-menb-for-provider-april-2025.pdf
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/1313485/faqs-menb-for-provider-april-2025.pdf
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Contact details:

• Laurelle Nelson (Laurelle.nelson@health.qld.gov.au)
• Immunisation (Immunisation@health.qld.gov.au)

mailto:Laurelle.nelson@health.qld.gov.au
mailto:Immunisation@health.qld.gov.au
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